


s the war between the Soviet Un-
lies, which lasted from the Nazi inva-
‘unconditional surrender on 9 May 1945,
ic War, originates from the famous radio
the people of the Soviet Union of 3 July 1941, call-
[ ‘;he invaders. However, among the English
Patr =. ¢ War is a largely unknown name, these events
e Eastem Front of World War Il. The Russians and other

1e to use the titlé the Great Patriotic War & as for them
the freedom and Independence of their Motherland, a War



Anniversary of the Great Victory

he year 2015 marked 70 never divided the Victory into

years since the Great percentages back in 1945, nor
Victory over the Nazi Germa- do we divide it now. The Sec-
ny. The memory of this war, ond World War was won by
referred to as the Great Patriot- the Anti-Hitler Coalition. It is
ic War in our country, is deeply imperative to remember that it
revered, and special importance is humanityds co
is attached to the day of May 9 However, the main outcome
1945, when the Nazi Germany of the war goes well beyond a
surrender took effect. This date pure victory of one coalition of
has since become a Russian States over the other. In its
national holidayd Victory Day essence it was a triumph of the
d and is commemorated annu- forces of civilization over the
ally in a grand military parade forces of destruction and bar-
on the Red Square in Moscow. barity, Victory of life over

Russia paid a very high o o _ death. It is unique a page of

price for the Victory. It's im- Alexey Kovalev raising the Soviet Victory Banner over the Relchﬁ%ggrmstory that must re-
possible to find a single family main in our memory and hearts.
whi ch di dndt eaemp divisiors foaght ont thae the battles against the Red never to repeat the same mis-
gravity of personal loss. ThEastern Front, whereas only 24rmy, accounting for 70% ofakes again. The recent rise of
overall death toll suffered bylivisions opposed the UStheir manpower losses and 75%eonazism and facist move-
the USSR is estimated at abowritish troops. Even after thef all their military equipmentments all over the world is
26,6 million, accounting for halbpening of the Second Frord tanks, guns and aircrdft most troubling. The legal and
of all WW2 casualties (forthe Allies had 1.5 million medestroyed, moral verdict on who was
comparison, the U.S. lost 326 Western Europe, while the Even the architect of theight, and who was wrong, was
thousand)ii most of them ci-number of opposing Germafold War, Sir W.Churchill, delivered by the Nuremberg
vilians and norcombatants. Introops amounted to 560 00@vho was far from being a fan dfibunal, it is final and un-
1944 the length of the Sowietmen. At the same time 4.5 mithe Soviet Union, acknowl-changeable.
German front was four timedion German troops wereedged that «it was the Russian
greater than that of all theamassed on the Sowi&erman army who tore the guts out of M.PETRAKOV
fronts wher e tfrone oppoSiggRd snillidnl SbtheeGerman war machine». Ambassador of the
fought put together. An evewiet soldiers. The Hitlerite forc- Having said all that | must Russian Federation to the
better comparison: up to 20&s sustained their major lossetress that in our minds we Republic of South Africa

each year more and more pelore hospitals, or who died in
ple became aware of the initissoncentration camps.
tive, and each Presdant dviadimer v Rutint
ever greater number of particijoined the head of the vast col-
pants. umn that reached Red Square.
2015 was special as Tithe Russian leader held a pho-
marked the 70th Anniversary dbgraph of his father, who
the Victory. The organizers ofought in the Great Patriotic
the March called on everyon@ar.
who want to pay tribute to "I think that my father, like
their relatives perished duringmillions of ordinary soldiers,
the years of the War, to take tand he was an ordinary soldier,
the streets across Russia inhkas all the right to walk
symbolic action. through this square," President
Moscow hosted the largesPutin told the journalists.
THE IMMORTA he idea behind the ImMarch. According to Moscow Nikolai Zemtsov, the head
mortal regiment eventCity Police about 500,000 peof the “Immortal Regiment"
is to bring a photo of a familple participated in the eventpatriotic movement said that
REGIMENT member who participated inThe photographs the partici-according to estimates around
the Great Patriotic War in or-pants were holding above theit2 million people participated
- . . der to show that their sacrificeheads showed people who digd the march all over Russia.
con%g%?grg;'/f;o%i ut;;z:'n;/;_ is not forgotten and memory ofiear Moscow in 1941 and in the Since 2015 the movement
) ~ their deeds lives on. fierce battles around the towrhas only grown in scale. Im-
ries of those who took part in The ‘Immortal Regimentof Rzhev in 1942 who liberateohortal Regi i ¢
the Great Patriotic War, sac- v IMC g of Rzhev in , who liberateghortal Regiment events now
rificing their lives, health and arch was !nmall_y _creat_ed andJkraine from_ Nazi e_nslave%egularl_y take place all over the
evenything dear ’[0 them for run t_)y CI_VI| activists in thement and se|ze_d Berlin, whavorld - in Belarus, Kazqkhstan,
the future generationsh for Russian city of Tomsk in 2012vorked at factories as teenadsrael, Germany, Austria, USA,
s 6 thousand people marchedrs making footwear or medicaflongolia, Norway, lIreland,
: together on 9 May 2012. Wittattendance items for the frontEstonia, Ukraine , etc.



